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 A clear, detailed 
description of your 
proposed project or grant 
activities

 Describe area you want to 
specialize in

 Describe purpose of 
studying in the U.S.

 Provides timeline to 
complete goals



 What do you want to do?

 Why is it important?

 How will you do it?

 What are your qualifications?

 Can all readers understand 
your statement?

 Can your project/goals be 
completed in the time you are 
in the U.S.?



 Identify project and goals early in statement

 Address problems that provide valuable 
contributions to society

 Do not use “jargon”

 Do not repeat information already stated in 
the rest of the application





 A personal narrative explaining your: 
◦ Educational experience

◦ Practical experience

◦ Career Plans

◦ Personal motivations



 What has had an impact on 
your life?
◦ Example: teachers, events, books

 What has lead you to this point 
in your life?

 Why should the committee 
choose you above other 
applicants?



 Explain your story in an 
interesting way

 Engage the reader‟s attention 
from the beginning

 Show your personality

 Mention skills or resources that 
make your study valuable

 Show, don‟t tell





 Have multiple people proofread and edit 

 Respect space and word limits

 Correct spelling and grammar is essential

 Progression of „story‟ or objectives should be 
logical 

 BE INTERESTING! 



 12 years of primary and 
secondary school
◦ Elementary, middle and high 

 4 years undergraduate 
study (bachelors degree)

 2 years for Masters

 4-6 years for Doctorate

 Public/private schools

 4,000 + universities 
/colleges in the U.S. 



 Cultural differences –
◦ “Time is money”

◦ Independence

◦ Competition

◦ Pride in personal achievements

◦ Self-motivation

 Diversity 

 Hierarchy relaxed

 Strict plagiarism rules



 Introduce yourself to 
professors and fellow 
students

 Join school groups 
/extracurricular 
activities

 Become proficient on 
the computer/internet

 If you need help, don‟t 
be afraid to ask for it! 




